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1. Strategic maneuvering and freedom of speech

In this paper, T would like to take a closer look at instances of argumentative dis-

course where persuasive effects of strategic maneuvering can be observed, and
which are potentially, but not necessarily, fallacious. I would like to defend a po-
sition which assumes that there is a continuum ranging from cases of strategic
maneuvering which are rationally acceptable or at least plausible to a certain de-
gree, to other cases where strategic maneuvering is at least dybious or even clearly
fallacious.

At a general level in recent contributions to argumentation theory it has been
rightly claimed that not all instances of strategic maneuvering can be considered
to. be fallacions. For example, from a pragma-dialectic point of view, strategic
maneuvering is acceptable as long as the norms for the rational solution of a con-
flict with the help of a critical discussion are not violated (cf. van Eemeren &

Houtlosser 2002, p. 16):

[...} we would like to claim that there is nothing inconsistent about attempt-
ing to resolve a difference of opinion and trying to do so in one’s own favour,
even though there is indeed a potential discrepancy between pursuing diatecti-
cal objectives and rhetorical aims. This potential discrepancy gives rise to the
management of the discourse that we call strafegic maneuvering, whichi is aimed
at making the strongest possible case while at the same time avoiding any moves .
that are clearly unreasonable.

At a more specific level the problem of deciding whether strategic maneuvering
has derailed and become fallacious in specific cases has to be solved. In this re- -
spect, van Eemeren & Houtlosser (2003, p. 3) remark that there is still much to be
done within fallacy theory (cf. also Woods, 2004): :
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